Padma Bhushan

SMT. USHA UTHUP

Smt. Usha Uthup is an internationally renowned singer who has spread a message of love
and unity, peace and harmony, tolerance and integrity, and happiness - through music for the
last 54 years. Her presenting even the most contemporary songs dressed in traditional attire
projects the fact that India is a true melting pot of world cultures with its own distinctive cultural
identity.

2. Born on 8" November, 1947 Smt. Uthup, or Didi as she is fondly called, comes from a
traditional middle class South Indian family. Her career began in 1969 at Chennai nightclub
called Nine Gems and she has recorded more than a hundred albums. She sings in 17 Indian
languages and 8 Foreign languages. She has served as a role model for generations of young
Indians and has been an unwavering ambassador for traditional Indian values. She has always
worn a Sari (Kanjeevaram), fresh flowers in her hair and a beaming smile.

3. Smt. Uthup's music has charmed generations of Indians, young and old. Her melody
speaks a universal language and transcends religion, race, nationality and caste. She has given
people in far flung cultures an unexpected image of an Indian woman: strong, independent,
humorous, intelligent and loaded with talent.

4. Smt. Uthup pioneered the most path breaking show on Doordarshan, "POP TIME" featuring
only POP Shows.She represented India through ICCR across Europe, Africa and Asia. She also
worked in South Africa extensively for various charities including SPCA and Milk Fund in Durban,
collecting over 1 million Rand. She sang "Aage Badho" for women's empowerment in 15 languages for
the Government of India; composed and recorded a song called "The Peace Prayer" based on a poem
by former President Shri APJ Abdul Kalam. She performed at the prestigious TED and INK
Conferences and performed at the World Eco Forum in Davos. She also performed at the
Canonization for Mother Teresa in September, 2016 in the Vatican City.

S. Smt. Uthup has dedicated herself for social causes through her art. She worked for Mother
Teresa's Missionaries of Charity mobilising funds for Prem Daan, Sishu Bhavan, in Kalighat,
Kolkata; represented India at Mother's beatification at the Vatican City on invitation by the Pope;
worked extensively for Spastics Association; actively worked for the leprosarium and supported
the home for people suffering from leprosy across the nation; worked in innumerable NGOs and
with the Government supporting research for cancer, AIDS, women trafficking, child abuse;
worked with The Richard Gere Foundation for AIDS. She worked extensively with NGOs
concerned with empowerment of women such as Swayam, Ladli; mobilized more than 100 artists
for the victims of the Tsunami and more recently for the victims of Aila. She worked for street
children and children coming from red light areas.

6. Smt. Uthup was awarded 'Key to Kenya' by the Late President Mzee Jomo Kenyatta, for
contribution to bring communities of the world together through song and the Person of the
World, by the President Daniel Arap Moi.She has also received Padma Shri Award in the year
2011; Film Fare Award for the song "Darling" in 2011 and Life Time Achievement Award from
Radio Mirchiin 2017.
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